
US urges Japan to act on incinerator 

By ANNE USHER 

TOKYO Feb. 22 (UPI) - Senior U.S. State Department and defense officials are urging their Japanese counterparts to ensure that an industrial 
waste incinerator located next to a U.S. Navy base in central Japan does not continue to emit dangerously high levels of dioxin. 

"Nobody disputes that there is a real health hazard resulting from these emissions of dioxin," a U.S. official said. "We hope that we will see a very 
prompt resolution of that and our preference would be to have the facility close down until an adequate solution can be found," 

The official said that Undersecretary of Defense for Policy Walt Siocombe and Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Joe Ralston raised 
the issue in "very forthright terms" with their counterparts in the Japanese Defense Agency. 

Siocombe and Gen. Ralston were among a senior interagency team to visit Japan earlier this week en route to meetings scheduled with senior 
Chinese officials in Beijing next week. The team also included Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott and deputy national security adviser to the 
President Jim Steinburg. 

The meetings last week were part of the latest round in a skirmish that has simmered over the incinerator for more than two years at the highest 
levels of the Japanese and U.S. governments and, according to the Navy, involving U.S. government expenditures of nearly $20 million. 

'We will continue these discussions with the Japanese government to try to find a solution," said an U.S. official, adding that if the incinerator does 
not emit clean air, the U.S. government will expect the facility to be shut down. 

After rounds of testing by the Navy dating back to 1989, a joint U.S.-Japan study conducted from July through September found that dioxin levels 
emitted from the inCinerator, known as "Shinkampo," were above Japan's safety standards on 44 of the 56 days when it was monitored. 

The highest levels detected - tracked from about 250 meters (825 feet) from two Navy apartment towers adjacent to the incinerator - were more 
than 70 times those deemed safe by Japan's Environment Agency. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency says exposure to dioxin can cause cancer, severe reproductive and developmental problems and 
damage to the body's immune system as it accumulates in fatty tissue. 

Defense Secretary William Cohen raised the specter of a lawsuit aimed at shutting down the incinerator in a meeting with Japanese Defense 
Minister Tsutomu Karawa in early January. 

The stacks at the incinerator, which is wedged into a valley, are 27 meters (89 feet) tall and level with third-floor apartments, said Lt. Col. Billy 
Birdwell, a public affairs officer of U.S. Forces Japan. 

EnviroTech, the company operating the facility, says the Navy asked the Japanese government that the stacks be constructed at this height and 
location, out of concern that low-flying aircraft might strike them. 

Japanese Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi pledged to Clinton last year to have filters installed in the incinerator's three smokestacks by this spring in 
order to reduce the dioxin emissions. 

In addition, he said the government would ask EnviroTech, to construct a new 1 DO-meter (300 feet) stack by March of 2001 to allow the filtered 
smoke to blow well above the Navy apartments. 

EnviroTech shut down two of the three stacks on Dec. 27 and a third stack was shut down this week in order to install the filters. Company officials 
said they would operate the stacks again when construction is completed on March 31 . 

However, a U,S. official, speaking on condition of anonymity said, "From our perspective, bag house filters are only one part of the solution." 

The company's president, awaiting a trial over charges that he evaded 400 million in taxes, has so far refused government requests to begin 
constructing a new 1 00 meter stack to replace the existing ones. 

Company executives argue that under procedures they say were given to them by the Kanegawa prefectural government, they must first conduct a 
1 112 yearlong discussion on the topic with officials from four local governments. 

About 13,000 Japanese and 3,000 Americans live and work within one kilometer (0.6 miles) of Shinkampo. 
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