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Japan moving U.S. Marines base 

TOKYO Nov. 22 (UPI)- The Okinawa prefectural government decided Monday to name the 
Henoko district in Nago as the candidate site for the relocation of the U.S. Marine Corps 
Futenma Air Station in Ginowan, officials said. 

The decision marks a breakthrough in the implementation of a 1996 agreement between Japan 
and the United States to reduce its military's presence in Okinawa and, specifically, return the 
Futenma base to Japan in 5 to 7 years, once an alternative site for the base is determined. 

Opposition to the U.S. military's presence on the island grew after three Marines were found 
guilty of abducting and raping a 12-year-old Okinawan girl four years ago. 

A year later, nearly 90 percent ofOkinawan voters called for a reduction ofU.S. bases in the 
prefecture. 

The two governments signed the agreement to return Futenma on Dec. 2, 1996, 
simultaneously announcing a plan to construct a floating heliport off the east coast of 
Okinawa. 

Maintaining the Marines' presence in Okinawa has been central to the Pentagon's strategy for 
responding to a conflict on the Korean peninsula. The troops also comprise a part of the U.S. 
military's current 100,000-personnel force structure in Asia, a level the U.S. government has 
firmly defended in recent years given its pledge to defend Taiwan from an attack by China and 
the threat posed by North Korea. 

Futenma itself has been used for U.S. military air exercises but is largely a reserve space for 
helicopter units and other personnel and equipment should a conflict break out. Spare parts, 
including the components to quickly construct a military hospital, are also housed on base. 

The agreement to relocate Futenma has been stalled by local opposition to a condition 
requiring the relocation of the base another site in Okinawa. Voters in Nago rejected the plan 
to build the heliport offshore from the city two years ago. 

Japanese officials recently increased pressure on Okinawan officials to choose an alternative 
site, stating that they wanted to resolve the issue prior to the G7 summit scheduled for Nago 
on July 21-23. 
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