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(UPI Focus) 
Memorial for Sony founder Morita 
By ANNE USHER 

TOKYO, Nov. 8 (UPI)- More than 3,000 people including politicians and diplomats gathered 
at a Tokyo hotel Monday to pay a solemn tribute to Sony co-founder Akio Morita, who died 
Oct. 3 at the age of78. 

Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi, two former prime ministers and legions of Japanese corporate 
executives filled a large banquet hall to honor Morita at a service co-sponsored by Sony and 
the sake-brewery run by the family into which he was born. 

Following a performance of Schubert's "Ave Maria" by the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra, 
those in attendance stood silently and bowed before three 1 0-foot high screens with Morita's 
1mage. 

The service included a video tribute that showed a younger Morita telling executives of the 
global electronics giant that he hoped to act as a bridge between Japan and other countries. 

A grand tea master later performed a ceremony between rows of white orchids flanking the 
screens with his image. U.S. Ambassador Thomas Foley and Norio Ohga, Sony's chairman, 
were among those who gave eulogies. 

Standing before a small altar, Foley gazed up at the smiling images of his friend of more than 
30 years and praised him for building a company "as well known as Coca-Cola, McDonald's or 
General Electric." 

He lauded him for "crossing the cultural distance" -and for his candid, if occasionally critical, 
comments on the U.S-Japan relationship. 

"You told me, for example, with a twinkle in your eye, that every year you ordered the most 
expensive American automobiles with a right-hand drive - and of course it was not available," 
Foley said. "I'm happy to report, it's available now." 

Calling Morita the most effective Japanese spokesman of his time, he said, "You caused me 
and many of us in my country to re-examine our perspectives, particularly with regard to our 
trade and economic relationship." 

Following a performance ofMozart's "Requiem" conducted by Ohga, a former opera singer, 
those attending the service laid flowers beside the altar. 

Morita co-founded Sony's predecessor, the Tokyo Telecommunications Engineering Corp., in 
1946. His funeral and a small, private memorial service were held Oct. 5 at his Tokyo home. 
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