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Agriculture at WTO concerns Japan 
Updated 12:35AMETNovember26,1999 

TOKYO Nov. 25 (UPI) Japanese officials are maintaining that agriculture should be not be 
held to the same liberalization standards as other sectors at next week's World Trade 
Organization ministerial meeting. 

U.S. Trade Representative Charlene Barshevsky rejected a demand by Japanese officials 
that a joint declaration for the WTO meeting refer to the importance of non-trade aspects of 
agriculture. 

Japanese trade officials said they want the declaration to address the effect agriculture has 
on ecosystems,termed as "multifunctionality." Agriculture's impact on the environment, as 
well as its "social impact," separates it from other sectors, they argue. 

Barshevsky, speaking Tuesday in Washington, said the United States will try to block any 
reference to "multifunctionality" in the ministerialiieclaration, expected to be released Dec. 
3 at the end of the WTO meeting in Seattle. Sh<t said the term is ill-defined. 

U.S. trade officials are hoping that a WTO fJ,nding this week will open Japan's market to 
imports of apples and other agricultural goods. The organization found that Japan's testing 
requirements for importation of apples, chA;:rries, nectarines and walnuts is not backed by 
scientific evidence and is too restrictive. The testing is mandated each time a country tries 
to export a new variety of an approved commodity, with the stated goal of protecting 
Japanese plants from the codling moth. 

Yukiya Saika, deputy director of the International Economic Affairs Section of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, said a balance needs to be struck between full trade 
liberalization and the "diverse effects" that agriculture has on the environment. 

The deadlock over the issue stems from the desire on the part ofU.S. officials to eliminate 
tariffs and subsidies in overseas markets and the fact that the term is intertwined with the 
Japanese governmenfs aim of maintaining protective barriers in agriculture. 

"We can't take the position to eliminate all tariffs," Saika said. "Some government 
intervention is required. But irs not forever and not all the time." 

Saika added: "Japanese agriculture would disappear. From our experience, Japanese 
agriculture is going to be eliminated by foreign countries." 

The Japanese government is trying to expand its domestic self- sufficiency beyond its 
coveted rice market by raising subsidies to rice farmers to nearly $1,0QO per 1,100 square 
yards if they grow wheat, soybeans and feed grains. Saika said market mechanisms will 
need to be introduced, if only because ofthe high cost of subsidies, but that some supports 
in the sector are necessary to alleviate the international fluctuations offood prices and 
climate. 

"lfs an insurance system," he said. "In general, though, subsidies are not the best way-
they're too expensive." 

He said the Japanese government wants a separate group within the WTO to discuss 
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